
in tobacco production in 1967 . Edgecombe ranked high in total 

produ c tion among North Carolina farm counties in that year. It 

ranked eleventh in grain and corn production, eighth in cotton 

production and sixth in p ea nut production. 

Edgecombe held even or gained dramatically in almost all of 

the agricultural categories except cotton. Grain crops and sou-

beans led the production increase figures from 1960 to 1967. Corn 

produ c tion increased by 38 p ercent , wheat was up 48 percent, oats 

increased by a tremendous 92 percent and soybean production was 
1 

up by 46 percent. It should b e noted that some of this increase 

in grain crop production was probably used for the feeding demands 

of local livestock but yearly increases in grain sales indicate 

that these crops are now big business. 

Tobacco production dropped by 4.1 percent during the 1960 

to 1967 period . This drop has probably been caused by growing 

restrictions on tobacco acreage allotments since yield per acre 

has cont inued to increase. Cotton production fell off sharply 

during the s eve n year period but still managed to rank eighth in 

the state. In 1960 cotton accounted for 12,000 acres of farm 

land but by 1967 this figure had dropped to just over 3,000 

acres. The severe d ec lin e in co tton production indicates that 

the research and d evelo pm e nt of synthetic fibers has taken over 

cotton's once powerful po si t ion as th e prima ry e lement in the 

clothing industry. 

Lives t ock Breed ing 

Livestock breeding has b ecome a major factor in Edgecombe 

County 's farming economy since 1960. This increase c an be seen 

in th e county's hog production which i s much higher than North 

Carolina as a whole. Hog production increased by 36 p e rcent 

from 1962 to 1968. Edgecombe 's milk cow and heifer breeding 

followed the statewi d e pattern and fell off by 38 p e rcent. 
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